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LOVE-BASED BLOCK PARTIES

When I started hanging out with Diamond and other nonbelieving 
neighbors, I began to see the block party from their point of view. I tried to 
reach them based on faith—a faith that was a long way o! from where my 
neighbors were. "ey didn’t know Christian music, and the gospel message I 
shared seemed out of place for a day focused on fun.

Instead of expecting my neighbors to change, I needed to change. I needed 
to reach them based on love—a love that inspired hope that could one day 
lead them to faith in Jesus. I couldn’t start from my place of faith. I needed 
to start with a common ground of love if I wanted to take my neighbors to 
higher ground.

I needed to start with a common ground of love if I 
wanted to take my neighbors to higher ground.

Bridge now hosts regular block parties throughout the year that feature 
Motown and Christian rap and hip-hop music, free food, face painting, 
a petting zoo, bounce houses and other fun activities for families to enjoy 
together. "e three-legged race and egg toss are both a hit. Smiles and 
laughter abound. "e #rst block party brought 125 people. Eight summers 
later, 2,500 children and families attended.

Many attendees are incredulous. “A church is putting on this block party?” 

I no longer stand on a stage and preach. Instead, a prayer tent is available 
while a banner references Bridge. I demonstrate love to my unchurched 
neighbors and have fun getting to know them as friends. Every guest leaves 
the block party with an invitation to attend Bridge.

Bridge’s in$uence in the community has grown. More and more people come 
to check out the church that throws fun block parties in the community. 
Because of our transition to a culture of love-based block parties, Bridge has 
experienced considerable conversion growth as visitors have surrendered their 
lives to Christ.
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BUILDING A CULTURE OF LOVE IN OUR OUTREACHES

As I considered the complementary principles of love-hope-faith, a picture of 
how to best extend to the unchurched emerged. "inking beyond the typical 
Sunday morning and mid-week Bible study meant including love in my 
approach to reaching people far from Christ. I began to understand the role 
of building a culture of love in our outreaches, so that our social in$uence 
would result in spiritual impact.

Love Outreaches can best be understood as the outreach emphasis of the 
church to the unchurched. Love outreaches connect believers with unbelievers 
in authentic relationships focused on encouraging others while having fun 
together. It is in these neighborhood and citywide activities, like grill-outs 
and block parties, where love outreaches allow believers to connect with the 
unchurched. Our discovery was simple, and yet so profound.

When the church serves the community in consistent love outreaches, God 
works in powerful ways. At Bridge, this includes regular neighborhood clean-
up, block parties and other fun service activities where we love and connect 
with our inner-city neighbors as well as our broader community.

In our modern culture where we can easily isolate ourselves from one 
another, pastors and church leaders must #nd cultural inroads that help their 
congregations engage with the community. "ese meaningful connections 
allow us to build trust and establish relationships. For example, acts of service 
and other community activities are powerful ways to gain social in$uence for 
spiritual impact. Our goal is to glorify God by making our faith tangible for 
people to see. (Matthew 5:16)

Acts of service can include anything from snow removal to home 
improvement projects while culturally relevant community activities can 
involve anything from sports to marriage retreats. We want to empower 
people with hope. "ese genuine and initial connection points oftentimes 
open the door for the unchurched to enjoy God’s goodness. Ultimately, we 
want to extend an invitation to church so unbelievers can explore the next 
step in their faith journey.

Establishing intentional love outreaches is a powerful game changer in 
reconnecting the church with the unchurched in a nonthreatening way. 
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Starting with love and then creating a pathway for people to visit your church 
is a great process worth implementing.

LOVING OUR UNBELIEVING NEIGHBORS WHERE WE LIVE

Loving our unbelieving neighbors is the very heart of love-hope-faith. At 
Bridge, we intentionally focus on three speci#c areas—loving our neighbors 
where there’s need, where we worship, and where we live. "is gives us 
opportunities to serve together as a church body where there’s need and where 
we worship while also encouraging each other to love our neighbors where we 
live. When we each make an intentional commitment to love our neighbors 
in practical ways, the impact is powerful. And if we’re mobilizing the people 
in our church in the way God designed, that impact is two-pronged, on both 
the unbeliever as well as the people in our congregation God has called us to 
care for and serve.

Loving our neighbors where we live is just that—loving the community 
around our home, workplace, and weekly routines. Whether it’s the grocery 
store, shopping mall or #tness center, these are all great places to build 
relationships, living out what it means to be a witness of Christ’s love.

At Bridge, we encourage each other to live out love-hope-faith wherever we 
go. We developed a strategy of three C’s—connect, care, call—to help us be 
more intentional about loving our neighbors where there’s need, where we 
worship, and where we live. Essentially, we’re equipping disciples to make 
disciples wherever they are and carry the Good News into every crack and 
cranny.

CONNECT. CARE. CALL.

"e practical “love your neighbor” strategy of connect, care and call gives 
traction to the love-hope-faith revelation. Remembering the letter from the 
non-Christian neighbor in Chapter 2, we want our approach to be relational, 
not a cold shoulder approach. We have no ulterior motive other than genuine 
love and acceptance of our neighbors who are created in the image of God. 
While we really do want to authentically connect with and care for our 
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neighbors, we also have the hope of calling them into a relationship with 
Jesus Christ.

While we really do want to authentically connect with 
and care for our neighbors, we also have the hope of 
calling them into a relationship with Jesus Christ.

As leaders wanting to fan this relational approach, we want to establish 
consistent environments for the members of our congregation to connect with 
the unchurched in the city. "e process is simple. Becoming a good neighbor 
means intentionally starting with the relationships around us.

Connect is simply building authentic relationships by taking a genuine 
interest in people. Sharing life stories is an essential component of friendship 
and a critical building block toward communicating Christ’s love.

Many years ago, my wife and I connected with a family who had escaped 
communist Russia. We listened to their harrowing journey to freedom and 
their new life in the United States.

Unbeknownst to us, even though they had lived in the States for over seven 
years, we were the #rst home to which they’d ever been invited. "ey shared 
how rarely an immigrant family connected on a deeper level with Americans. 
In our conversation, they remarked, “You Americans are very friendly, but 
you make terrible friends.”

Wow.

"e power of taking time to connect with and listen to others has meaningful 
and eternal implications. While we cannot become best friends with everyone, 
taking a genuine interest in others is valuable and worthwhile. And it is what 
Jesus has called us to do as disciples.

"is occurs through listening and learning from others while also #nding 
commonalities. Our connection is driven by our belief that people matter to 
God, so therefore they matter to us. (Jonah 4:10-11)
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"e power of taking time to connect with and listen to 
others has meaningful and eternal implications.

Connecting means living with intentionality to engage others around us. 
"is includes relationships at work, in our neighborhoods, through our sports 
teams and hobbies, even the grocery store—all the people we interact with 
daily where we live, work and play.

Care takes connecting to a deeper level. When we connect with others, we 
have a willingness to serve in tangible and practical ways that are meaningful 
and helpful. Caring for people is simply a gesture of God’s love so they might 
fully know and understand how valuable they are to us and Christ.

Caring for people is simply a gesture of God’s love so they might 
fully know and understand how valuable they are to us and Christ.

Some examples of caring include: bringing dinner to a sick neighbor, 
shoveling snow for a busy neighbor, or o!ering to watch children for a 
frazzled mom. Examples like these require a Christ-follower to sacri#ce time, 
energy and resources so that Christ’s love is expressed in real and authentic 
ways.

Several years ago, a member at Bridge connected with a gang-a%liated family 
in the inner city. Despite dangerous conditions and vulgar conversations, 
this woman never wavered in her positive attitude or care for them. Whether 
shopping for groceries, transporting children to church activities, visiting 
those in the hospital or helping with scholarship forms, this woman loved 
this family on a consistent and powerful basis. Because of her faithful 
commitment to caring, she has been able to pray for them and share her faith. 
"e family even asked her to conduct a Bible study in their home.

Caring allows us to express Christ’s love beyond words. When we 
demonstrate Christ’s love through tangible and practical acts, caring often 
becomes the very doorway for spiritual impact.
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Call is an invitation for people to take the next step in a relationship 
with Jesus. While calling is the third step in loving your neighbor, sharing 
something spiritual early on in our relationship prepares the way for spiritual 
conversations in the future. "e longer someone waits to bring up something 
spiritual, the more di%cult it becomes. Sharing something spiritual can be as 
easy as saying, “I’ll pray for you” or “My kids just had a fun event yesterday at 
our church.” "e important point is to say something spiritual early on in our 
connection with others so that talking about spiritual matters appears normal 
and natural for you.

"e key in the calling step is to intentionally help people move forward in 
their spiritual journey. When Christians are excited about what God is doing 
in their lives, sharing with others becomes natural. Spiritual conversations 
and church invitations must occur if unbelievers are to hear and understand 
the gospel. Most people will open up and talk about their personal spirituality 
and even visit church if they’re asked and treated with dignity.

When we call people, our goal is to create as many meaningful opportunities 
as possible for them to take the next step in their spiritual journey. We truly 
believe that God is at work in everyday lives, and we want to be available for 
God to use us. We cannot make people take the next step nor are we trying 
to pressure those who aren’t ready. "e Holy Spirit draws people to Christ. 
Our job is to be passionate about loving others and intentionally creating 
opportunities for spiritual conversations and invitations.

"e Holy Spirit draws people to Christ. Our job is to be 
passionate about loving others and intentionally creating 
opportunities for spiritual conversations and invitations.

Joey regularly interacts with his neighbors through grill-outs and shooting 
hoops with the youth. One of the teens, a Muslim, began to ask Joey 
questions about his faith. Joey never pressured his neighbor; rather, his 
lifestyle of love attracts others to Jesus.

Calling does not have to be scary. Sometimes you share the gospel, but often, 
calling is as simple as inviting someone to church or asking if they need 
prayer. Calling is the natural outcome of our connection and caring.
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We are careful not to be pushy. We want to make sure that our intentional 
calling is aligned with our connecting and caring for people. Being authentic 
and genuine is at the heart of loving our neighbors. Connecting, caring and 
calling must work in harmony with each other. At Bridge, this relational 
strategy is making signi#cant cultural inroads with the unchurched in our 
community. As a result, many people have begun a relationship with Christ.

THE BETH SECTION

Beth began attending Bridge at the recommendation of some friends. During 
a sermon series which challenged our congregation to love their neighbors 
where they live, Beth took this to heart. She had served in both an area of 
need and where she worshipped, and now she couldn’t wait to love her own 
neighbors in the suburbs where she lived. She began to celebrate summer 
family birthdays as neighborhood grill-outs, giving neighbors a reason to 
hang out together. "is turned into a movie night at a local park. Beth told 
her new friends about her transformation into a passionate follower of Christ 
and invited them to Bridge.

At last count, Beth was personally responsible for 15 di!erent families 
attending church on a regular basis. "e pastors began to lovingly call 
the area where she sat the Beth section. Beth, Joey and others like them are 
everyday missionaries who are being disciples that make disciples. Speci#cally, 
Beth is a prime example of Exponential’s mobilization $ywheel I shared 
about earlier in the Introduction. Her journey as a disciple began at our 
church, which equipped and mobilized her to become a missionary to her 
neighborhood and as a result, she has birthed a new gathering of sorts (in our 
church).

When our congregation takes responsibility for loving the neighbors where 
they live through the relational strategy of connect, care, call, Bridge has seen 
incredible growth.

MAKING IT HARD FOR PEOPLE TO SAY NO TO JESUS

Love is all about connecting with, caring for and calling the unchurched to 
begin a relationship with Jesus. Our desire is to connect on their terms (not 
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ours) and to care for unbelievers in tangible ways so they see Christ’s love 
working in and through us.

When I led our #rst team to clean up the neighborhood around my home in 
the inner city, my instructions brought surprise. “Do not tell anyone about 
Jesus.”

Someone frowned. “But that’s not Christian.”

I put on my work gloves. “"e Bible says we should always be ready to give 
an answer for the hope that lies within us,” I explained myself. “But we don’t 
want to give answers until someone asks us a question.” 

More volunteers returned the following weekend to mow lawns and pick up 
trash as a second team worked on renovating a rundown home our church 
had acquired with help from its partners. We continued to show up and 
began to invite the neighbors to block parties or grill-outs, never sharing the 
gospel until someone asked a question.

From those early moments, our attempts to share our faith were no longer a 
pushy or awkward presentation of the gospel. "e natural process of sharing 
our hearts came when we connected relationally with our neighbors. It didn’t 
take long before people had questions.

Not long after we began the strategy of neighborhood clean-up, a man came 
outside as we mowed.

“Who are you again?” he asked.

“Bridge Church.”

Shock and confusion crossed the man’s face. “I didn’t know churches did 
anything.”

Wow. What a statement.

Years later, after expanding to serve several more neighborhoods, we approached 
a woman’s house as she got home from work. Before she hurried inside, she 
turned toward our team. “I know who you guys are. You’re Bridge Church. 
You’re the ones who make it hard for people to say no to Jesus.”
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“You’re Bridge Church. You’re the ones who make 
it hard for people to say no to Jesus.”

Talk about a major shift. She summed up our hope to be light and salt.

"e church becomes powerful when we mobilize missionaries who get 
out of the seats and into the streets to love our neighbors. "e Bible is full 
of accounts of cities and nations being changed for the better by Christ-
followers. ("essalonica in Acts 17; Ephesus in Acts 19)

Our faith can truly be hope-inspiring to reach people far from Christ when 
we start with love.
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Section I:

DEMONSTRATE LOVE

Key Concept: Consistent love outreaches build passion for the lost and 
get church members out of the seats and into the streets, maximizing 
social in$uence for spiritual impact.

Commitments: 

1. Train your congregation in the three C’s: connect, care, call.

2. Implement consistent love outreaches.

3. Start serving together once a month.

Questions:

1. How does the faith-hope-love revelation speak to you?

2. What thoughts do you have after reading the letter from your non-
Christian neighbor?

3. How would you describe your passion for people far from Christ?

4. How have you seen the river move?

5. What are some ways you can increase your cultural IQ?

6. What would it look like for you to shift your focus from working only 
with believers and church members, to working with the unchurched?

7. What consistent things have you done to connect your church with 
the unchurched?

8. How can connect, care and call be implemented in your church?
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9. What are some ideas for consistent love outreaches you can implement 
to build bridges to the unchurched?

10. Would you consider appointing sta! and resources intentionally 
focused on gaining social in$uence for spiritual impact? Why or why 
not?


